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Dear Parents:
I am excited that you and your child have expressed an interest in participating in band. To be sure that you have all the information you need to get started, I have attached applicable Band Program information. 

ABS has instruments available for rent, unless you prefer to buy or rent an instrument elsewhere. Any music store should have instruments and books for you to purchase. Each student must have the Standard of Excellence Book 1 as noted on the attached sheet. You may send payment for the book directly to me, and I will pick up the books needed. You also have the option of buying the method book that contains an accompaniment CD included to aide in practice, please identify if you would like this book. 

Pricing and available options or programs for renting, buying, and private lessons often differ among stores. Below are recommended music stores in the area: 

· Music and Arts - www.musicarts.com has information on renting, buying, private lessons, store locations, and rent-to-buy programs.  

· Stu’s Music Shop – located in Westminster. www.stusmusic.com  (410) 848-7585

I strongly encourage you to also consider enrolling your child in private instrumental lessons throughout the year. Individual lessons will greatly benefit your child by preparing him/her to better participate in band and in musical competitions and by creating good playing and practicing habits. Instrumental lessons are offered at ABS on a first come, first serve basis. You may also contact me for help in locating a qualified instructor.  

Practice times and grading requirements are on the following information sheet. You may be required to sign your child’s practice times, listening times, and outside performances and concerts in order for your child to receive credit.

Thank you for the opportunity to teach your child in band this year. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,
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Joy Martin
Music Teacher

Arlington Baptist School

jmartin@arlingtonbaptist.org
410-655-9300, ext. 153
Arlington Baptist Elementary School Band Program
Elementary Band Program

· Elementary band is for 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students
· Students may choose to play any band instrument that is appropriate for the student’s size. A limited number of students may play percussion instruments, and they must learn to play the mallet percussion – Bells, for at least the first half of the year. All instrumentalists including Percussion must have an instrument at home on which to practice.
· Four private lessons are required for all members!
Elementary Band Program Fees

· Required Private Instrument Lessons - $60 limited lessons (4)
· Book - $9.95 for enhanced or $6.95 for regular
· Reeds for most woodwinds ranging from $2-$12 depending on instrument and quality
· Instrument rental through the school - $15 a month ($120 for school year if pre-paid)
· Optional: Supplemental books – ask for details if interested.
Curriculum & Repertoire

· Elementary bands will use the Standard of Excellence Method - Book 1 and the First Performance book (a supplemental book). They will also use other selected band repertoires.

Grading and Practice Time

· 25% Practice time: Students are encouraged to practice a minimum of 15 minutes a day for at least three days a week. Students will also receive rewards for practicing and performing outside of class.

· 25% Listening time: Students must listen to 30 minutes of instrumental art music (not rock) each month; attending concerts is also accepted as Listening Time. Listening CDs are available for students to sign-out.  Damaged or lost CDs will result in a $10 fine.
· 25% Playing Tests: Each band member will regularly play during class period for Playing Tests over pre-assigned music (page 47 of student’s book). 

· 25% Class Participation and cooperation. This is a daily grade which includes but is not exclusive to being prepared for class, paying attention, and working together with others.

· Concerts and Fine Arts. These required performances are known in advance and are graded as Playing Tests.
· Outside performances and playing for chapel are extras that will help the student’s grade and ability.

Please complete and return bottom portion by September 3, 2010.

My child,      , 
in grade  FORMDROPDOWN 
,
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 does not have


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 has

my permission to enroll in the elementary band, playing the instrument checked below:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Flute / Piccolo

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Clarinet

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Saxophone

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Trumpet

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mallet Percussion/ Perc.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Oboe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 French Horn
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Bass Clarinet

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tuba

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Trombone 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
     
 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
My child has an instrument and will NOT be renting from the school.

*Please pick up the following, and I will send in the money for it.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Regular band book ($6.95) or
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enhanced (CD included) band book ($9.95)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 First Performance book ($6.95) –not required purchase, but students love to have their own book.
    



            



                   

   
Print Parent Name


Parent Signature 


  Date















